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5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 

Boston, Massachusetts  02109-3912 
 
 
 

BY EMAIL 
 
September 18, 2020 
 
The Honorable Richard Blumenthal 
United States Senate 
706 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
c/o richard_kehoe@blumenthal.senate.gov 
 
The Honorable Chris Murphy 
United States Senate 
136 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510   
c/o kenny_curran@murphy.senate.gov 
 
The Honorable Jahana Hayes 
United States House of Representatives 
1415 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515    
c/o Jennine.Lupo@mail.house.gov 
 
Dear Senator Blumenthal, Senator Murphy, and Representative Hayes: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated September 15, 2020, requesting a second extension of the 
comment period for the General Electric Housatonic River 2020 Draft Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Permit Modification (Draft Permit 
Modification). As you may be aware, EPA released the Draft Permit Modification for 
public comment on July 9, 2020, with the formal comment period starting on July 14, 
2020. EPA has already extended the comment period an additional three weeks, from 
August 28 to September 18, 2020, based on several extension requests, including from 
the Housatonic Environmental Action League (HEAL). 
 
EPA has given your request careful consideration and has concluded that a further 
extension of the comment period on the Draft Permit Modification is not warranted. The 
comment period will conclude as planned on September 18. 
 
While we appreciate the challenges presented by COVID-19 and other concerns outlined 
in your letter, we believe we have provided ample notice, information, and opportunity to 
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comment for all affected stakeholders. For Connecticut specifically, several notifications 
were provided, including the following: 
 

• A public notice published in the Shelton Herald on July 16, 2020 and in the 
Litchfield County Times on July 17, 2020, announcing the start of the public 
comment period, the availability of documents, and notification of a public 
hearing planned for August 26, 2020. EPA subsequently decided to hold two 
public hearings on August 26, one in the afternoon and one in the evening. 

• Radio advertisements containing similar information, which ran on Connecticut 
radio station WZBG (Litchfield, Connecticut) on eight occasions, two times per 
day on July 14 through July 17, 2020. 

• Numerous e-mails to our Citizens Coordinating Committee mailing list, which 
includes a number of Connecticut stakeholders, regarding the comment period 
and hearings. 

• A second public notice published in the Litchfield County Times on September 11, 
2020 reminding readers of the additional public hearing session scheduled for 
September 15, 2020 and the close of the comment period on September 18. 

To date, we have received numerous public comments via mail, e-mail, fax, and 
voicemail. At our three virtual public hearing sessions, we received testimony from over 
65 citizens, including multiple Connecticut residents. 
  
In addition to our virtual public hearings, EPA also responded directly to in-person 
questions from stakeholders in three public information sessions held in February and 
March 2020. At those meetings, for over 12 hours total, EPA answered questions 
regarding the specific remedy changes outlined in a Settlement Agreement finalized in 
February that are the basis for many proposed revisions in the Draft Permit Modification. 
It is important to note that the State of Connecticut is also a party to that Settlement 
Agreement. 
 
Additionally, EPA shares your concern about minimizing any “digital divide.” We have 
taken several steps to help people with less access to the internet or computers, such as 
having the virtual public hearings available on local cable access TV, phone connections 
for the hearings, multiple avenues to provide comments outside of the internet (voice 
mail, fax and mail) and notifications in newspapers. Also, upon request, we have mailed 
physical copies of the Draft Permit Modification documents to citizens.   
 
Finally, it is worth noting that EPA’s comment period focuses solely on changes made to 
the RCRA Permit adopted in 2016. Those changes focus on reaches of the Housatonic 
River in Massachusetts north of Great Barrington, and disposal of excavated soil and 
sediment, in part, in a local Upland Disposal Facility. As a result, there are very few 
proposed Permit changes that directly address river reaches in Connecticut. The scope of 
the remedy involving Monitored Natural Recovery in Connecticut reaches was upheld as 
part of the 2016 Permit by EPA’s Environmental Appeals Board and remains unchanged. 
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Thank you for your continued interest in EPA’s Housatonic River cleanup. We look 
forward to updating you in the future as we move forward on this important project. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dennis Deziel 
Regional Administrator 
 


