
From the UMass Amherst Democrats Executive Board, to our membership: 
We’ve avoided saying much about the events of the past several weeks because we haven’t had                

all of the information. However, we understand that we owe it to you, our membership, to explain what                  
happened from our perspective and to apologize for actions that were taken without your knowledge. 

The letter was brought to our attention at the end of July. Andrew Abramson, our president at the                  
time, explained to the rest of the executive board that he had been working with the president of CDMA to                    
put together a private letter to send to Mayor Alex Morse disinviting him from future events, and asked us                   
to vote in favor of the UMass Democrats eboard signing onto the letter in solidarity. We were shown the                   
letter briefly, but weren't asked to make any edits or additions. We were told that several people who had                   
been made uncomfortable by Morse and wished to remain anonymous were involved in drafting the letter.                
We were concerned that these students would stop attending our events due to prior uncomfortable               
encounters with Morse, the details of which were not made clear to us. We understood the purpose of the                   
letter to be to make College Democrats events safer -- not to censure Morse’s sex life or pass judgement                   
on his use of dating apps. A majority of our eboard members agreed to sign on in good faith, believing it                     
necessary for the well-being of our members based on what we'd been told.  

None of us leaked the letter to the Daily Collegian. We were not prepared for this letter to be                   
leaked to the public, and had no detailed allegations to come forward with because of the students’                 
desires to maintain anonymity. When Alex Morse responded, we appreciated his statements promising to              
do better and to be more conscious of the way he behaved around students. We were all blindsided by                   
the allegations of collusion made in the Intercept article. None of us was aware of those conversations                 
prior to their publication. To be clear: neither our political beliefs, nor the politics of Richard Neal and Alex                   
Morse, played a role in our decision to vote to send the letter. We did not agree to the letter in cooperation                      
with Richard Neal, or intend to help his campaign.  

We acknowledge that the choice to send a letter to Morse unintentionally caused homophobic              
conversation that we do not condone. The majority of our executive board are members of the LGBT                 
community, and we would never intentionally make homophobic statements or decisions. We each made              
our decision to vote in support of sending the letter because we wanted to keep our students comfortable                  
at our events. However, we wish we had the foresight to realize that the content of the letter could be                    
perceived as homophobic due to the accusations being made against a gay man. Although we never                
intended for the language of the letter to be scrutinized by anyone except Alex Morse, we realize now that                   
the wording was careless and unwittingly played into homophobic stereotypes. We are deeply sorry that               
Alex Morse has faced homophobic attacks as a result of our actions and that our decision has negatively                  
impacted the LGBT community, including our own membership. We wish Alex Morse the best of luck in                 
his campaign and political career. 

Looking back on the past several weeks, a lot of the mistakes we have made were made in                  
naivete. We believed that we were doing the right thing, in an effort to keep our membership comfortable,                  
but we didn’t realize how far-reaching that decision could be or how little first-hand knowledge we truly                 
had about the allegations. We sincerely apologize for the ways in which the events of the past several                  
weeks have negatively impacted our membership, and promise to make a more transparent executive              
board in the future. We have learned a lot from this, and we believe the first step is to keep our                     
membership aware of all decisions we make. 

-the current UMass Democrats Executive Board 
 
 


